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November 2011





From Erica…


The first couple months of school have absolutely flown by! I hope that you all enjoyed your classroom observations and parent-teacher conferences. It never ceases to amaze me how quickly the newest children in each classroom adapt to their new environment.





November is a very special month here at OSMS. It’s the month when we hold our annual Admissions Open House (Sunday, November 20 from 1 to 3). Word of mouth has always been our best means of advertising so I’d like to ask all of you to help spread the word about our Open House. There are flyers on the coffee table in the hallway that can be posted around your town (libraries, pediatrician offices, toy stores, book stores, YMCAs, and any other place parents of young children will see them). I also have postcard invitations that I am happy to mail if you provide me with a name and address. 





Also to be held on November 20 is our Ribbon Cutting Ceremony (3 to 4:30). Invitations for this historic event were put in mail pockets a couple weeks ago. I do hope that you will all come to help us celebrate this incredibly special time in OSMS history! I am very excited to be welcoming Frederic Reamer as our guest speaker. In addition to being a host on NPR and a professor of social work at RIC (any many more accomplishments too numerous to list here) Rick is an OSMS parent alum who has always been a huge fan of the Montessori philosophy and specifically OSMS!





There will be special activities for children so the whole family is welcome to attend. This is an event you don’t want to miss!











From Ms. Betsy/Primary…


Our magical “six weeks” have come and gone and I'd like to thank you for coming in to observe the class. I also enjoyed talking to each and every one of you during conferences. The twenty minutes (well, okay, half an hour!) go by quickly but I always learn so much and hope that you do too.





We saved him for the end, but I'd have to say that Van Gogh was our most popular unit of study in October. I don't know if it's the vibrant colors, the subjects, the fantastic brush strokes—or some combination of these—but this particular artist always resonates with the children. A child replicated Van Gogh's style on the chalkboard by using strokes with her chalk. Another child thought that the apple prints we were making “looked like a Van Gogh”. And I overheard two children in the library discussing the fact that Van Gogh was their “favorite artist”. Such informed opinions at the age of four! (An addendum: many thanks to Mrs. Healy for providing us with our beautiful “Starry Night”: push-pinning work). 





We try as much as possible to coordinate our units of study. Our continent this month is North America. Agriculture is big business here (did you know that there are over two million farms in the United States alone? Or that our farms are the most productive in the world?) so we are taking a look at farms, albeit at a preschool level! Margaret Wise Brown wrote a classic book about farms (Big Red Barn). We've never studied the work of Grandma Moses before but what a great time to do so. And how can we not have “Little Boy Blue” as our poem of the month?





We are also getting lessons on table setting and table manners and on the story of the original Thanksgiving, which segues nicely into talking about Native American culture. 





Just a quick reminder that it might be time to change out the spare clothes. And please don't forget to label coats and boots and even shoes! 








Repairs Update


Next on the list for replacement are the partitions in all the boys and girls bathrooms. They will be ordered this week and installed towards the end of the month. We’ll also be replacing all the paper towel dispensers. Very exciting!





From Ms. Laura/Prime Time


Students are settling in to the routines of the afternoon in Prime Time very nicely. Kindergarten time (1:30-3:30) goes by so fast! During read aloud, students have become hooked on the Flat Stanley series by Jeff Brown. We are currently reading “Invisible Stanley”. Also very popular, the Magic Tree House series by Mary Pope Osborne is heard during rest time. The imaginative stories make rest time (the least favorite part of the students’ day) more enjoyable! 


 


For the month of October we made a Fall mural for the hallway. Students decided they wanted to make a pumpkin patch and it turned out great! Everyone has been busy making Halloween crafts this month, and getting ready for that very exciting night at the end of the month. We studied musical instruments focusing on percussion instruments and tempo. Each student made their own tambourine and practiced slow and fast tempos during circle time. They also learned a little about the ukulele, which is our favorite instrument to help us sing at circle. 








“Never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed.”	Maria Montessori








Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities


Please check the sign-up sheet posted outside my office. There are opportunities to help with the Open House (baking, cleaning or helping the day of), and the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony (set-up and clean-up). 





From Mrs. Healey/Wee Threes:


There have been many changes since we started school two months ago.  We have been taking a class picture by “our tree” each month and noticed it is changing! In September the tree was full of green leaves with just a few red ones. Now all leaves have turned red and many have fallen. We noticed in the picture that we have changed too—our clothes are different, “It’s colder!,” and we’re standing in a different order.





The works on our shelves have been changing also. In practical life we have lots of pouring and squeezing works—anything with water is especially fun. Apple coring/slicing is very popular, and we practiced our grace and courtesy skills as we serve the apple slices to our friends. We’ve been working on gross motor and hand-eye coordination by hammering roofing nails into a pumpkin. We are going to let the pumpkin compost when we are finished with it. With the colder weather, children are learning to “flip and zip” jackets, as well as put on their own mittens and hoods.





In sensorial we have been combining traditional Montessori materials like the cylinder blocks and knobless cylinders. We are mastering the first tray of the geometric cabinet and cards, and have moved on to secondary colors in the color tablets box II. We read Leo Lionni’s book, Little Blue and Little Yellow—when these two friends hug, they become Little Green! Lois Ehlert, our author/illustrator this month, added to our study of colors and shapes with her books, Color Zoo and Color Farm. The children are learning the differences between squares, rectangles, and diamonds, and learning to count the sides of hexagons and octagons. Ehlert’s nature-inspired books, Leaf Man, and Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf, had us talking about fall. Van Gogh’s autumnal still-lifes of sunflowers has inspired our paintings at the easel. 





Speaking of Van Gogh, in language the children like to push pin Starry Night. When we hold it up to the light we can see the moon and lots of stars! This work helps with pencil grip and pressure for writing. Next up—metal insets—which further prepare the children’s pencil grips and strokes for writing letters. The shapes will be a nice follow-up to the Lois Ehlert books and complement the geometric cabinet as well. 





We’ve been singing new songs like 5 Green Speckled Frogs, 5 Little Ducks, and 5 Little Pumpkins Sitting on a Gate. We also went on our first “Bear Hunt.” But once we found a fuzzy bear, we quickly backtracked through the mud, ran on the bridge, pushed through the tall grass, swam through the river, and climbed up and down the tree—to safety. “Phew!” 





A HUGE thanks to Juliana’s dad, Jeff, for teaching us about fire safety! We learned that although firefighters look big in their gear and may sound a little scary in their masks, that they are really good guys trying to help us—just like Juliana’s Dad!  











From Mrs. Winston/Lower Elementary…


October was a very busy month filled with lots of activity. Parent Observation week just flew by. It was a real treat to have you all stop by our classroom to observe all the hard work your children are doing. It always amazes me to see the progress made in the short time since September. Thank you for your ideas and suggestions during conferences. Working together at home and at school we can best teach your children. It’s always 	a pleasure to sit and chat with all of you!





There is so much to look forward to in November. The third year students are very excited and thrilled to be sleeping over at school with the Upper Elementary students. The overnight “Read-A-Thon” is always a big hit. This year’s event is scheduled for Thursday, November 3rd. Flyers with details were put in mail pockets.





During November we will be studying Early Humans and the Solar system. We will continue our work on land formations for geography. We will be discussing personal health and hygiene this month as well. Also, I am still looking for a Florida quarter to complete our classroom collection. If you have one to donate to the class I would be most grateful. We will finish November by celebrating National Parfait Day November 22. Mmmmm good!





Wishing you all a wonderful Thanksgiving!





From the Board


The Board held its October meeting on the 27th and heard updates from�the Finance, Strategic Planning, Fundraising, Family Events, and �Buildings & Grounds committees. Special thanks to Maureen Brown and �the B&G Committee for all the beautification efforts of the last �month, and to the Fundraising Committee and Erica for putting �together what promises to be a wonderful "Ribbon Cutting" event on�the 20th. In the meantime, we're excited about the Family Events'�Bowling Night on the 4th!��The Board is also pleased to announce that 100% of its members have �agreed to contribute to the Annual Fund this year, and all agreed that �full participation by the OSMS parent community, in whatever amount �people can manage, should be the primary goal of the drive this year.��Finally, we're pleased to announce the election of Jeremy Woodward �to the Board. Jeremy's daughter is in Miss Amy's class. 





From Ms. Leah’s class…


October was a great month filled with learning and fun. The children have all grown so much and have become valuable parts of a wonderful classroom community. Our work time is very busy and productive. 





In September we learned about our seven continents through our continent globe, continent puzzle map and continent song. We learned about Vincent van Gogh by looking at his paintings. From Miss Elly we learned how to pronounce van Gogh with a Dutch accent. The children have enjoyed slicing and serving apples to their friends during work time. Reading books written and illustrated by Lois Ehlert has been a lot of fun. We enjoyed “Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf” the story of a sugar maple tree and even sent some maple tree seeds twirling around our room. We talked about vertebrates and invertebrates and how our bodies would be like jellyfish if we didn’t have any bones. We really enjoyed our visit and learned a lot about fire safety from the fire fighter Jeff (a parent from the Wee Three program) from the West Warwick Fire Department.





In November the children will be learning how to set a table and learning about the importance of table manners. Perhaps an extra set of hands for setting the Thanksgiving table? For geography we will be exploring North America. We will start by talking about the United States of America, then move on to our neighbors to the north and south. We will be learning about farms, looking at paintings by Grandma Moses (Anna Mary Robertson) and reading books by Margaret Wise Brown. 





I hope that all our guests enjoyed their visits on Grandfriends’ Day. 





Thank you, parents for observing and participating in conferences. I’d also like to thank all the parents who have volunteered to help in the classroom this month.  It is really helpful and much appreciated.


	 











� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.webster.edu/%7Ewoolflm/montb.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.webster.edu/%7Ewoolflm/montessori2.html&h=976&w=715&sz=216&tbnid=pm2zvCU7i626RM:&tbnh=97&tbnw=71&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dmaria%2Bmontessori%2Bimages%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=maria+montessori+images&docid=u9mmR2kQM5tGFM&sa=X&ei=FbylTtzFEOTniAKQkLhm&ved=0CCwQ9QEwAQ&dur=1009" ��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcToeGn3Mk2CKFQFeQ6FM9qIqPJROshUon6l7K4gi_p_rB5fsAo" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����� HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.montessori.edu/child&imgrefurl=http://www.montessori.edu/&h=431&w=375&sz=21&tbnid=VCQLLkSQXfZHbM:&tbnh=91&tbnw=79&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dmaria%2Bmontessori%26tbm%3Disch%26tbo%3Du&zoom=1&q=maria+montessori&docid=g9ForF19BAyzDM&sa=X&ei=5rqlTt6HEaSSiALkk73yCw&ved=0CGYQ9QEwCg&dur=732" ��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRx-UTMnpH35cSkEdGU2dVNdW_RfrcpWk7iRKsgA4H6TGUZPHv_" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����





Units of Study: W3/Primary Program





November


Geography: North America and USA


Science: Farm


Cultural: Pilgrims & Native Americans


Grace & Courtesy: Table setting and 


	table manners


Music: Dance & movement


Artist: Grandma Moses (Anna Mary 	Robertson)


Author: Margaret Wise Brown


Rhyme: Little Boy Blue


Saying: Great oaks grow from little acorns





December


Geography: North America and USA


Cultural: Traditions and Celebrations


Science: Farm


Grace & Courtesy: Greetings and introductions; giving and receiving gifts


Music: Tchaikovsky


Artist: Norman Rockwell


Author: Jan Brett


Rhyme/Poem: Little Jack Horner


Saying: Look before you leap





Units of Study: Elementary Program


November


Grace & Courtesy: Appropriate 	movement in classroom, 	outside, sidewalks and crowds


Music: Aaron Copeland


Art: Charles Wysocki





December


Grace & Courtesy: Greetings and introductions; giving and receiving gifts


Music: Tchaikovsky


Art: Renoir





Dates to Remember October and November 2011





November 3	3rd-6th grade Read-A-Thon Sleepover


November 5	Paint Party #1 (9-?)


November 11	No School/Veterans Day


November 12	Paint Party #2 (9-?)


November 17	Kindergarten Thanksgiving Feast


November 18	Flu Clinic 4-6 pm


November 20	Open House (1-3) and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony (3-4:30)


November 22	Elementary Parfait Day


November 23-25	No School/Thanksgiving





December 8	Nutcracker @ PPAC (Kindergarten-6th grade)


December 9	Latkes!


December 16	Winter Program 10:00 am (early dismissal day)























From Ms. Amy…


I hope you enjoyed your classroom observations.  I enjoyed watching the excitement on the children’s faces (and yours) as they proudly ate snack, cored apples and completed work cycles.  Thank you for taking time to meet with me to discuss your child’s progress and how we can work together to help them succeed to their best potential.





Many parents have asked about the songs we have been singing in the classroom.  Here’s what we have learned so far – Hello to All the Children, Days of the Week, Seven Continents, Miss Polly, She Sailed Away and Five Little Pumpkins.  Ask your child to sing one to you and you’ll find yourself singing all the way to work.  





We also learned about different types of musical instruments – string, wind (woodwind and brass) and percussion.  We discussed instruments that we have at home – guitar, piano, bongo drums, maracas, violin, and cymbals to name a few.  We used our bodies as instruments to make music by singing and clapping in rhythm.  In the afternoon, the kindergartners enjoyed listening to Peter and the Wolf and playing Music Maestro.





Our study of Vincent Van Gogh, our artist of the month, led us into the Language, Sensorial and Art areas.  We read stories about his life and work and discussed his use of color.  We used the Montessori color tablets to compare the different shades of blue, green and yellow Van Gogh used in his paintings. The students push pinned outlines of The Starry Night and used watercolor pencils and crayons to create their own pictures. I was impressed with their enthusiasm and creativity.  





We concluded this busy month with a visit from a real Firefighter.   Fireman Jeff (Juliana's dad) put on all of his gear – boots, pants with suspenders, jacket, oxygen tank, hood, mask and helmet so the children could see (and hear) what a real fire fighter looks and sounds like.  He reassured the students that he was still Juliana's daddy and they shouldn't hide or be afraid if they saw a fireman.  He answered all of their questions and reminded them never to dial 911 unless it was a real emergency.   The students received a goody bag filled with reminders on how to be safe.  It was an enjoyable, valuable and informative presentation.  Thanks Fireman Jeff. 





Next month, we will begin our study of North America, farms, Grandma Moses and pilgrims and Native Americans.  The kindergarten students will be preparing a traditional Thanksgiving feast as part of their study. If you have any information about our units of study that you would like to share with our class, please let me know. We would love to have you as a guest. 








A Very Happy October Birthday to…





Annika A


Sophie B


Kiran K


Brian R


Sophie H


Jane G


Luke K


Ronen L


Fiona R�





Flu Clinic


The OSMS Flu Vaccination Clinic is scheduled for Friday, November 18 from 4 to 6 pm. Flyers with more specific information, including how to register, will be distributed this week.














From Ms. Courtney/Upper Elementary…


October was a busy month in the Upper El classroom.  Our government work continued as we held another mock Supreme Court trial, learned how a bill becomes a law, and took a trip to the State House where we met General Treasurer Gina Raimondo.  I was very impressed with our students during the field trip.  They asked thoughtful questions and made great observations.  One of my favorite parts of the trip was watching the students’ faces as they looked up and saw the inside of the dome for the first time.  The wonder and excitement reflected in their faces was a joy to see.





As part of our geography work this past month students had the opportunity to design their own three dimensional compass rose.  Please be sure to check out their creative work displayed in the hallway.  





Much of our work in the Upper El is interdisciplinary.  It is not uncommon to find that you need to use your math skills to complete your science work or use your map skills to assist you in your measurement work.  This fall, we are combining our science and writing works.  We are learning about how to write a research project about animals.  So far, we have made question maps, learned how to take notes from written sources, taken a trip to the library to find sources, and worked on organizing our thoughts.  I’m looking forward to seeing their finished projects. 





Thank you to Roger Blumberg, Cristina Mitchell, Xoua Kue, and Ilira Thompson for driving us to the State House. 


	





											











From Miss Linda/Children’s Room…


October was a month filled with activity. The children were very busy as they worked on their skills including cutting, gluing, stamping, push-pinning, and sponge and stencil painting. Their creations turned into a haunted Halloween gallery. Check out our gallery in the hallway.





The children have especially enjoyed the work of Van Gogh with their favorite masterpiece being Starry Night. They have colored pictures of Starry Night and then used the easel to design their own paintings.





The play dough table was quite a hit with the children as it was supplied with black and orange play dough. There were lots of black cats, bats and witches flying around the table. Next month we have some real nice fall colors to put out. Thanks to Cheryl Ellis (Walter’s mom) who provided them for us.





We have enjoyed learning about fire safety. The children have dressed as firefighters and learned some safety songs. Ask your child to sing “9-1-1”, “Stop, Drop and Roll”, or their favorite, “The Wheels on the fire Truck”. The vehicle of the month had to be the 2 ft fire truck!





Gym classes seem to be a big hit. The children are very excited as Thursday rolls around. Ask them to tell you what fun equipment they use with Ms. Jenn. Also, please remember to send your children to school in comfortable clothing and sneakers on Thursdays.





The Children’s Room will host its annual Food Drive this month. It is a wonderful experience for the children—sharing and doing good deeds for others. They really enjoy every aspect of this project: bringing in food; sorting and counting; and then loading the boxes that will be picked up and delivered to a local pantry. Each day the best part is adding the count to the chart in the hallway. We hope everyone will help us reach our goal.





Our “Black and Orange” luncheon was a great hit as the children, adorned in the headbands they made, dined on black and orange foods by candlelight and eerie sounds. They create a black and orange bracelet and made a stick puppet. They ended their day playing games in the multipurpose room. Each child left with some special treats.





This month we will be looking at the meaning of being thankful and the ways we can show it. We are truly thankful to have Ms. Cheryl back with us again!  Happy Thanksgiving!





�











Come Bowl With Us!


The Family Events Committee has planned a fantastic outing for you on Friday, November 4 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.





All ages are welcome and you don’t need to sign up in advance so if the mood “strikes” you Friday afternoon, just show up!





Details:


Bowling Academy, 354 Taunton Ave


	East Providence


$10 for 1 person with shoes


$18 for 2 people with shoes


$25 for 3 people with shoes





Each lane gets a pitcher of lemonade. Food is available for purchase from the Bowling Academy.











Smart Board Connected!


As I type this newsletter on Monday morning the projector for the Smart Board is being installed in the Upper Elementary classroom. By the time you receive this newsletter the students will have had their first lesson with this exciting new technology.











�





Elementary Sleepover


3rd-6th grade


On Thursday, November 3 our 3rd through 6th grade students will be enjoying a sleepover here at OSMS.





They will alternate times of reading with times of other fun activities including crafts and games. 





The night will end with popcorn and a movie!








